SIDNEY, born two years later than Ralegh, precedes him in
this volume by virtue of his much earlier death: Ralegh sur-
vived him by twenty-two years. His poetical work consists

of the hundred and eight sonnets and eleven songs of A.$trophel
and Stella^ metrical versions of the Psalms (of which the extent
of his authorship is uncertain), the songs and sonnets and
pastorals that occur at intervals throughout the prose romance
Arcadia, in its various versions, and two or three fugitive pieces.
Sidney's poetry at its best Is beyond praise, but he wrote
copiously and unequally, as greater poets have done; and not
the most avid reader will quarrel with the exclusion, from this
edition, of the Psalms and of all but three or four of the experi-
ments in classical metres ordained by Gabriel Harvey, Here will
be found all the sonnets and all but two of the songs of Astrophel
and Stella% and a generous selection from the Arcadian and other
pieces. Except in the matter of spelling and punctuation our
text is based mainly on Grosart, who In 1877 first brought
the scattered poems together. But 'Feuillerat's monumental
edition (1912-26) of Sidney's Works has .also been consulted,
and now and again a variant reading rejected by Grosart has
been preferred.